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ANOTHER  ELECTION  IS  HERE! 


YOU  WILL  FIND  A BALLOT  INCLUDED  WITH  THE  NEWSLETTER.  PLEASE  VOTE  FOR 
TWO  MEMBERS.  THE  BALLOT  WILL  BE  A ONE-TIME  LISTING.  (NO  SECONDARY 
RUN-OFF  UNLESS  A TIE  EXISTS.)  FEEL  FREE  TO  VOTE  FOR  YOURSELF  IF  YOU 
HAVE  THE  DESIRE  TO  ASSIST  THE  GUILD  DURING  THE  COMING  YEAR. 


MESSAGE  FROM  THE  EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR 
Dear  NLGers, 

The  time  schedules  for  our  two 
'annual  events  in  conjunction  with 
the  American  Numismatic  Association 
convention  have  been  set : 

NLG  Bash  - July  31,  1979  - 9:00  p.m. 
Illinois  & Missouri  Ballroom 

NLG  Symposium  - Aug.  1,  1979  - 10:00 

a .m . 

Lewis  & Clark  Room 

Although  these  arrangements  may  be 
considered  firm,  it  is  wise  to  check 
your  program  upon  arrival  and  through- 
out the  convention. 

After  the  two  winning  events  last 
year,  you  will  not  want  to  miss 
either  of  them  this  year.  John  J. 
Ford,  moderator  of  the  Symposium, 
promises  a program  to  be  remembered. 
Donn  Pearlman  will  again  M.C.  the 
Bash.  Have  you  contacted  him  yet 
on  participating?  He  may  be  reached 
at  Box  750,  Skokie,  IL  60076. 

The  NLG  Literary  Award  rules  are 
printed  elsewhere  in  this  issue. 

It  is  certainly  hoped  that  each  of 
^you  will  participate  this  year  and 
your  inquiries,  suggestions,  criti- 
cisms of  this  new  system  will  be 


greatly  appreciated.  Abe  Kosoff 
worked  hard  and  long  on  them  with 
help  from  many,  including  Margo 
Russell.  Your  governors  are 
anxious  to  give  them  a try. 

It  would  be  extremely  wonderful 
if  some  of  you  would  volunteer  to 
act  as  a judge  in  the  particular 
category  which  interests  you  most. 

May  I hear  from  you  on  this? 

Next  month  you  will  have  the 
opportunity  to  cast  your  ballot  for 
those  you  feel  are  best  qualified 
to  guide  the  ANA.  This  is  an 
extremely  important  election — not 
only  because  of  the  change  in  elec- 
tion rules — but  also  because  the 
association  needs  new  mature  leader- 
ship to  carry  it  through  these 
troubled  times,  to  gain  momentum  in 
strength  in  every  direction.  Be 
certain  you  cast  your  ballot  wisely. 

You  are  also  asked  to  vote  on  the 
board  members  to  guide  NLG  this  coming 
year.  Please  let  your  vote  be  counted 

Leon  Lindheim,  our  treasurer,  will 
be  handling  the  tickets  for  our  Bash 
so  be  certain  to  contact  him  during 
the  convention.  You  don't  want  to  be 
left  out  on  this  fun  event! 

Looking  forward  to  seeing  each  of 
you  at  our  functions  in  St.  Louis. 

Sincerely , 
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(WASHINGTON  STAR:) 

MARCH  4,  1854 

Coins  Issued  by  Private  Mints 

The  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  provides  that  no  State 
shall  coin  money;  but  it  seems  that 
individuals  might  do  so,  up  till  about 
the  time  of  the  late  civil  war.  Of 
course,  it  has  always  been  against  the 
law  to  counterfeit  or  imitate  the  coin- 
age of  the  United  States,  and  so,  necessar- 
ily, a coin  issued  by  a private  mint  would 
have  to  be  so  distinctive  in  shape  or 
markings  as  to  show  that  it  was  not 
intended  to  pass  as  Federal  money.  For 
this  reason  the  $50  gold  coins  or  tokens 
issued  by  several  private  mints  in 
California  during  the  flush  times  of  the 
'50' s were  octagonal  in  shape. 

Gold  coins  were  also  issued  by  the 
Mormons  of  Utah  at  about  the  same  time 
and  the  same  thing  had  been  done  by 
parties  in  Georgia  and  North  Carolina. 

Probably  the  latest  of  these  private 
mints  was  the  one  established  in  Denver  in 
the  early  ' 60's.  It  is  said  that  the 
coinage  of  this  establishment  being 
brought  to  the  attention  of  Secretary 
Chase,  that  eminent  financier  was  much 
astonished  to  find  a respectable  firm 
of  bankers  engaged  in  making  and  utter- 
ing money,  and  still  further  surprised 
when  the  Attorney-General  of  the  United 
States  declared  they  had  the  right  to 
do  so . 

This  incident  caused  the  passage  of  a 
law  absolutely  prohibiting  individuals 
from  issuing  or  circulating  anything 

intended  in  any  manner  to  serve  as  money. 

* * * 

ZEROING  IN.. 

By  TED  SCHWARZ,  N.L.G. 

Coin  writers,  1 ike  al 1 
professional  writers, 
must  plan  their  articles 
around  the  typical  reader. 

Magazine  and  collector  organization  surveys 
indicate  that  the  typical  collector  is  a 
man  in  his  40' s so  copy  must  never  lack 
interest  for  such  an  individual.  However, 
the  question  arises  as  to  whether  or  not 
it  is  our  place  to  try  and  go  beyond  what 
is  known  and  accepted.  Perhaps  it  would 
be  in  our  interest  to  prepare  material 


which  could  result  in  the  addition  of  more 
women  and  broader  age  ranges  into  the 
collector  ranks. 

Why  would  such  a change  in  collectors  be 
in  our  self-interest?  Although  our  incomes 
are  the  last  to  feel  increased  profits  from 
magazine  circulation  rises,  we  are  the  first 
to  experience  the  revenue  loss  from  cuts  in 
readership.  The  more  individuals  we  help 
bring  into  the  collecting  ranks,  the  more 
people  will  be  buying  publications.  Just 
as  important,  in  times  of  economic  upheavel , 
when  luxury  items  such  as  newspaper  and 
magazine  subscriptions  are  routinely  dropped, 
the  greater  the  base  circulation,  the  less 
the  budgets  are  hurt.  If  the  hobby  field 
prospers,  we  directly  benefit. 

The  advantage  NLG  members  have  is  that 
most  of  us  are  accustomed  to  writing  on  a 
variety  of  topics  in  as  many  different  ways. 
We  can  produce  material  on  the  technical 
side  of  coinage  as  well  as  items  relating 
social  and  historic  events  surrounding  money. 
We  can  also  develop  programs  meant  to 
interest  the  non-collector  attending  coin 
conventions . 

There  is  nothing  inherently  sexual  about 
an  interest  in  coin  collecting.  There  is 
also  no  one  way  to  interest  non-collectors. 
However,  it  is  important  to  make  a concen- 
trated effort  to  reach  this  group  and  it  is 
to  this  end  that  this  article  is  addressed. 

The  logical  place  for  interesting  non- 
collecting family  members  in  coins  is  at 
coin  conventions.  Larger  coin  clubs  can 
also  consider  these  ideas  but  many  clubs  are 
social  gatherings  which  really  don't  want  to 
expand  at  the  moment.  Many  members  use  the 
club  as  an  excuse  for  a "night  out  with  the 
boys",  though  such  a statement  is  never 
directly  made.  Thus  it  is  at  larger  gather- 
ings where  sightseeing  and  other  non-numisma- 
tic  programs  are  regularly  held  for  family 
members  that  the  effort  should  be  made  to 
interest  non-collectors  in  the  hobby. 

The  first  step  is  to  plan  and  write  a 
series  of  talks,  hopefully  to  be  delivered 
by  people  who  are  good  speakers,  on  basic 
aspects  of  coin  collecting.  These  talks 
should  be  planned  to  intrigue  the  non- 
collector, not  enlighten  the  people  who  have 
already  taken  up  the  hobby,  though  many 
hobbyists  will  attend. 

For  example,  one  possible  talk  would  be  % 
the  subject  of  rare  coin  investment.  Such 
a program  would  discuss  how  coins  have  risen 
in  value,  how  to  determine  the  financial 
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'history  of  a coin,  how  speculation  influences 
the  market,  ways  to  avoid  speculators  and 
the  like.  There  would  be  information  on 
setting  up  retirement  programs  under  both 
Keogh  and  Individual  Retirement  Account 
(IRA)  using  rare  coins.  The  talk  might 
include  basics  on  how  to  find  and  evaluate 
dealers  to  supply  the  coins,  authentication 
services,  and  the  like. 

Another  aspect  of  rare  coin  investment 
discussed  might  be  the  use  of  rare  coins  as 
a savings  plan  for  a child's  education. 
Younger  families  with  growing  children 
have  an  alternative  approach  to  saving  money 
by  setting  aside  rare  coins  with  good 
histories  which  they  will  sell  when  the 
children  are  of  college  age. 

The  advantage  or  disadvantage  of  rare 
coins  for  retired  individuals  would  bring 
yet  another  age  group  into  the  talk.  In 
other  words,  touch  on  as  many  non-collector 
lives  as  is  possible.  Detail  the  facts  and 
the  realities  of  the  market  over  the  years. 
You  can  be  certain  you  will  be  generating 
an  interest  in  people  who  might  otherwise 
never  look  twice  at  coins.  Mentioning  the 
ANA  library  for  personal  research  into 
coin  value  history  through  the  study  of 
back  catalogs  could  generate  more  members 
for  that  organization  at  the  same  time. 

Another  topic  might  be  the  social  history 
of  certain  coins.  A talk  could  recreate 
the  drama  and  excitement  of  the  gold  rush 
era,  at  the  same  time  introducing  the  story 
of  private  mints  and  the  founding  of  branch 
mints.  It  is  much  easier  to  start  a new 
collector  who  knows  the  lore  and  romance 
of  a hobby  object  than  one  who  is  shown 
coins  without  any  foundation  for  apprecia- 
tion. 

Then  there  are  the  unusual  specialty  items. 
How  about  a talk  on  love  tokens,  especially 
when  the  history  of  some  of  the  lovers  is 
known?  Or  write  an  address  on  ancient  coins, 
going  into  the  times,  the  architecture,  the 
unusual  romances  and  other  events  known 
because  they  are  commemorated  on  the  coinage. 

Such  talks  do  not  just  bring  new  collectors 
into  the  field.  They  also  enlighten 
individuals  already  enjoying  the  hobby.  The 
success  of  the  publications  for  which  we 
write  indicates  that  people  seek  more  than 
just  possession  of  coins.  By  giving  know- 
ledge in  an  enjoyable  way  before  someone 


considers  entering  the  hobby,  we  are  insur- 
ing the  addition  of  a new  hobbyist  who  will 
be  a lifelong  participant. 

The  talks  can  be  carried  further  if 
desired.  Instead  of  limiting  them  to 
conventions,  why  not  provide  such  talks 
to  social  and  business  groups  in  your 
community?  You  might  also  be  able  to 
lecture  to  appropriate  high  school  and 
college  students  as  well. 

Even  if  you  do  not  deliver  the  material, 
you  can  prepare  speeches  for  others  which 
will  entertain  the  non-collector  and 
bring  new  blood  into  the  hobby.  It  is  in 
our  best  self-interest  to  not  allow  the 
field  to  stagnate  through  the  maintenance 
of  current  demographic  information  about 
magazine  subscribers.  By  trying  to  reach 
beyond  our  immediate  audience,  we  will 
insure  that  the  hobby,  and  thus  the  market 
for  our  work,  grows  ever  larger  in  the 
months  ahead. 

You  don't  have  to  be  a math  wizard  to 
look  into  the  purchase  of  one  of  the  micro- 
computers sold  by  computer  shops,  electronic 
stores  such  as  Radio  Shack  and  even  many 
catalog  department  stores.  For  no  more 
than  $1,500,  you  can  have  equipment  which 
would  have  cost  1 5 or  20  times  that  figure 
a few  years  ago.  In  addition  to  other  uses, 
you  can  organize  auction  information,  store 
copies  of  articles  you  want  to  retain  without 
stuffing  your  library,  trace  investment 
growth  of  coins  and  cross  reference  biblio- 
graphic material.  You  can  even  write  and 
correct  articles  using  the  computer  type- 
writer keyboard  and  television  monitor. 

Some  equipment  offers  automatic  print-out, 
giving  you  a draft  you  can  use  for  making 
the  final  copy. 

Another  area  to  consider  are  the  microfilm 
and  microfiche  readers.  Companies  such  as 
Edmund  Scientific  are  now  offering  them  for 
relatively  little  money.  Since  many  of  the 
old  hobby  journals  are  on  microfilm  and 
available  for  far  less  than  the  original 
copies,  this  is  a great  way  to  expand  your 

library  at  reasonable  cost. 

* * * 

I love  a finished  speaker: 

I really,  really  do. 

I don't  mean  one  who's  polished. 

I do  mean  one  who's  through. 
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CALIFORNIA  PANIC 
By  Lee  Martin,  N.L.G. 


This  article  is  written  in  the  midst  of  a California  gas  crunch,  which  means  "short 
supply".  It's  interesting  that  the  word  "gas"  spelled  backward  is  "sag",  and  the  economy 
is  certainly  following  that  description,  but  the  world  of  "almost"  transportation  is  an 
interesting  one. 

To  show  how  Mr.  Average  Citizen  reacts  to  a panic  situation,  one  merely  needs  to  read 
headlines  and  if  time  permits,  react  to  some  of  the  unusual  incidents  that  show  man's 
humanity,  inhumanity  and  any  other  adjective  that  describes  strange  reactions.  For  example, 
a recent  story  told  of  one  stubborn  would-be  gas  purchaser  who  parked  in  a line  that 
extended  across  railroad  tracks.  Although  his  bumper  area  was  on  the  tracks  and  a train 
was  approaching,  the  individual  refused  to  move  his  car  and  as  a result,  lost  his  bumper, 
lost  part  of  his  cool,  but  didn't  lose  his  place  in  line. 

A doctor  was  in  line  at  a gas  station.  He  got  a call  on  his  "beeper"  that  one  of 
his  patients  was  about  to  have  her  baby.  He  dashed  from  his  car  to  the  nearby  hospital, 
delivered  the  baby  and  returned  to  the  car.  The  line  hadn't  moved  1 

Gas  lines  continued  to  make  news  when  one  Shell  dealer  was  pictured  consoling  his 
daughter  who  had  to  wait  in  line  at  her  daddy's  station  to  get  gas.  The  word  "line" 
is  meant  to  describe  anything  from  a four  or  five  car  wait  to  eight  miles  of  fuming, 
furious,  frustrated  would-be  drivers.  There  is  a humorous  side  to  this.  Signs  appear 
saying,  "The  odd  and  even  license  category  is  interesting.  It  just  proves  Governor  Brown 
is  odd". 
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A woman  in  night  clothes  pulled  in  a service  station  at  dawn,  locked  her  car, 
unhitched  a bicycle  from  a bumper  rack  and  peddled  off.  Her  car  would  be  first  in  line 
when  the  station  opened. 

One  individual  cut  in  front  of  another  and  dominated  him.  As  he  sat  in  his  camper 
with  a smug  look,  the  victim  took  his  gas  cap  from  his  own  car  (it  has  a lock  on  it) 
and  he  snapped  it  into  place  on  the  bully's  tank.  He  then  drove  off.  There  was  no 
report  of  what  happened  when  the  locked  gas  tank  finally  was  in  position  for  fuel. 

Bullies  also  received  their  comeupance  when  an  attendant  refused  to  be  cowed  by  two 
oversized  gasoholics.  He  took  the  hose,  sprayed  gas  at  them  and  then  threatened  to 
light  a match  unless  they  left  in  a hurry.  They  did'. 

A security  guard  chased  a man  who  was  siphoning  gasoline  from  the  tank  of  a car. 

The  container  was  left  in  place  during  the  chase  and  when  the  captive  was  brought  back 
to  the  scene  of  the  crime,  the  evidence  was  gone.  Someone  had  stolen  container  and 
gasol ine. 

Incidentally,  siphoning  gas  is  another  hazard  and  48  people  were  reported  to  have 
swallowed  gas  while  siphoning  from  fuel  tanks.  Gas  in  the  lungs  can  cause  naseau  or  a fatal 
condition  but  the  risk  obviously  was  worth  the  effort  to  those  who  felt  that  gas  was 
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a life  or  death  proposition. 

One  large  scale  theft  occurred  when  a giant  tanker  truck  pulled  into  a service  station 
in  broad  daylight,  dropped  its  hose  into  an  underground  tank,  sucked  out  1,000  gallons  of 
fuel  and  drove  away.  Onlookers  thought  the  truck  was  making  a delivery! 

New  business  enterprises  were  created.  There  were  students  offering  to  wait  in 
line  and  purchase  gas  for  a minimum  charge  of  $10.  Storage  cans  went  from  a normal  four  or 
five  dollars  each  to  twenty  dollars  per  can  and  gas  stations  advanced  their  prices  all  along 
the  line.  One  dollar,  the  so-called  stopping  point,  suddenly  became  a new  starting  point. 
Pajama-clad  drivers,  who  waited  all  night  for  a station  to  open,  were  happily  surprised 
when  enterprising  students  at  a nearby  school  walked  along  the  line  of  drivers  and  sold 
coffee  and  donuts. 

Television  programs  did  in  depth  interviews  with  so-called  experts  who  tried  to  pinpoint 
the  cause  of  a sudden  shortage.  Statistics  were  used  to  back  up  claims  by  oil  companies 
that  drivers  were  at  fault;  consumer  "reps"  pointed  conclusively  at  oil  company  profits. 

Gas  stations  claimed  they  were  losing  money  but  those  who  supply  them  stated  they  were 
making  substantial  profits.  It  was  almost  as  though  everyone  was  standing  in  a circle 
and  pointing  at  his  neighbor. 

The  economy  did  begin  to  sag.  Fast  food  shops  started  to  lay  employees  off.  Hotels 
received  cancellations.  Entertainment  of  all  types  saw  business  grind  to  a halt  and 
Las  Vegas  quickly  felt  the  effects.  Those  who  commuted  thirty  miles  or  more  each  way 
found  the  shortage  caused  them  at  least  one  day  a week  out  of  work  and  services  also 
suffered. 

What  does  all  this  mean  to  the  coin  collector  and  dealer?  It  is  an  excellent  lesson 
in  the  laws  of  supply  and  demand.  All  too  often  we  ignore  material  that  is  readily  avail- 
able and  only  respect  it  when  it  disappears.  Today  the  Eisenhower  dollars.  Bicentennial 
coins  and  Lincoln  cents  with  copper  as  the  alloy,  are  easy  to  obtain.  Obviously,  numisma- 
tics is  not  a do-or-die  proposition  but  the  time  to  be  aware  of  shortages  is  when  supplies 
are  available. 

It  is  almost  impossible  to  stockpile  adequate  amounts  of  gas,  but  anyone  overlooking 
the  obsolete  coins  of  tomorrow  which  can  be  taken  from  today's  circulation,  will  find  a 
parallel  in  the  panic  field  of  gas  stations  and  gasoline.  Comparing  the  two  areas  may  seem 
like  reaching  beyond  the  norm,  but  it  narrows  down  to  simple  facts.  Behavior  of  the  general 
public  and  collectors  becomes  very  strange  when  something  they  consider  a necessity  is  no 
longer  available. 

We  all  remember  the  wonderful  world  of  silver  and  most  of  us  regret  paying  little 
attention  to  an  era  when  coins  were  made  of  precious  metal!  Nuff  said! 
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A LETTER  FROM  HAMS  SCHULMAM 

"Thank*  so  muck  fo> i your  kind  letter 
and  I am  pleased  you  can  use  the  little 
article  for  MLG.  In  your  earlier  Z2XT.cn. 
you  asked  me  to  teZZ  the  members  about 
restrictions  Zn  Spain  and  what  the 
collector  prefers.  This  additional  incarna- 
tion I am  giving  you  herewith: 

"Spain  is  a dangerous  country  for  those 
who  are  not  familiar  with  their  law*.  A* 
coin*  are  a form  of  payment  apart  from 
being  collector’*  item*,  they  fall  under 
the  law  of  the  importation  and  exportation 
of  money  and  are  tightly  controlled.  Import 
of  coin*  i*  forbidden  except  under  import 
Zicen*e,  only  given  to  established  dealers. 
The  import  is  forbidden  on  the  basis  that 
they  constitute  a payment  abroad  and  thus 
exportation  of  foreign  exchange.  The 
export  is  forbidden  under  the  law  that 
nothing  monetary  can  be  taken  out  without 
an  export  license. 

"This,  in  short,  describe*  it.  It  is 
more  detailed  and  more  complicated.  Of 
course,  tourist*  often  bring  coin*  with 
them  and  not  everybody  is  checked  by 
custom*  and  at  the  same  time  people  may 
take  coins  out  without  being  checked.  I, 
however,  can  strongly  advise  against  any 
such  actions,  the  punishment  being 
extremely  severe  and  in  almost  any  situa- 
tion, several  months  of  jail  is  included 
until  fine  is  paid. 

"The  Spanish  collector  prefers  the 
period  after  Isabella  II  till  the  present, 
that  is  what  they  call  the  "Centenario" 
and  the  " estado ".  The  centenario  starts 
1868.  Second  best  are  the  coins  of 
Isabella  II  from  1833-1868.  The  earliest 
coins  are  the  least  collected,  with 
medieval  being  most  unpopular.  Mon-Spanish 
coins  which  are  popular  are  the  Roman 
denarii,  both  Republican  and  Imperial  and 
all  the  modern  silver  and  gold  coins 
issued  by  modern  nations.  Onzas  and 
8 Reales  silver  are  collected  seriously, 
much  more  than  the  divisions  of  the  gold 
onza,  like  1 , 2 or  4 escudos  and  the  same 
applies  to  the  4.2.1  S 1/2  Reales.  The 
divisions  of  the  8 Reales  silver  are  not 
heavily  collected  and  Spain  territories 
in  Europe  are  of  little  interest.  Spain 
overseas  is  considered  like  Spain  proper. 

"All  the  best  to  all  the  members.. 

HAMS  SCHULMAM 

* * * 


CENTS IBLE  FACTS 

by  MARTHA  STEVENSON,  NLG 

Ever  Popular  1856  Flying  Eagle  Cent 

The  flying  eagle  cent  of  1856  was  merely 
a pattern  coin  and  not  legal  tender  when 
issued.  The  act  that  legalized  the  small 
sized  copper-nickel  cent  was  not  approved 
until  February  21,  1857. 

Most  other  patterns  are  far  rarer,  with 
generally  only  ten  to  seventy  pieces 
struck,  but  this  coin  had  a mintage  of  close 
to  one  thousand  pieces,  making  it  easily 
collectable  in  earlier  days  when  there  were 
far  fewer  coin  collectors. 

According  to  most  authorities,  a sufficient 
quantity  was  struck  so  that  each  member  of 
Congress  as  well  as  officials  of  the  Treasury 
Department  could  be  given  one  or  more.  All 
efforts  to  obtain  an  official  statement  as 
to  the  exact  number  proved  futile.  Records 
indicate  that  the  coins  were  also  restruck 
in  the  1860's. 

One  of  the  most  remarkable  instances  in 
the  U.S.  of  the  increase  in  fictitious  value 
of  a single  coin  applies  to  the  little  nickel- 
cent  of  1856.  Copper  cents  were  about  to  be 
eliminated  as  legal  tender;  experiments  werf 
made  to  introduce  a smaller  and  more  conven- 
ient one-cent  coin.  In  1855,  experiments 
were  made  in  nickel  and,  after  repeated 
trials  with  large  and  small  Eagles  (so-called 
"Buzzards"  and  "Crooked  Necks"),  the  nickel- 
cent  of  1856  with  flying  eagle  was  produced. 

According  to  early  mint  records,  the  eagle 
whose  image  is  on  the  United  States  coins 
dated  after  1855  if  referred  to  as  "Peter 
the  Mint  Bird".  Peter  actually  lived  in 
the  Philadelphia  mint  for  six  years  between 
the  late  1840's  and  early  1850's.  Where 
he  came  from  or  why  he  chose  the  pressroom 
in  the  mint  as  his  home,  no  one  really 
knows,  but  he  did  receive  special  considera- 
tion from  the  mint  employees  and  was  allowed 
to  go  and  come  as  he  pleased. 

Peter  was  exceptionally  inquisitive 
during  an  actual  minting  process  and  enjoyed 
watching  coining  operations,  getting  as  close 
to  the  action  as  possible,  staying  there  until 
he  was  satisfied  he  had  seen  it  all.  Peter 
was  the  mint  "Boss".  It  was  this  intellec- 
tual curiosity  of  Peter's  which  proved  to  be 
a key  factor  in  the  termination  of  his  a 

career  as  mint  observer.  ^ 

During  the  test  strike  of  new  dies,  Peter 
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ecame  so  engrossed  that  he  failed  to  notice 
a workman  starting  the  press  where  he  was 
perched.  The  sudden  lurch  of  the  fly 
wheel  threw  Peter  to  the  floor,  causing 
internal  injuries  which  led  to  his  death. 

A taxidermist  was  hired  by  the  entire 
mint  crew.  He  repaired  Peter's  broken 
wing  and  mounted  him  in  a glass  for  their 
cabinet  room.  Peter  continues  to  serve  as 
a model  for  coins,  above  the  denomination 
of  a dime,  requiring  an  eagle. 


Author's  Note:  Reference: 

"Treasury  of. American  Coins"  by: 

Fred  Reinfeld,  "Facts  and  Fiction 
About  Coins"  by  Leon  Lindheim 

* * * 

REQUEST  FOR  INFORMATION 

Ted  Schwarz,  outstanding  writer  in 
general  and  the  Guild  Newsletter's 
award  winner  who  writes  on  a regular 
basis,  is  seeking  assistance  in  a 
project.  He  is  interested  in  folk 
lore,  supersti tut ions , myths,  family 
sayings  and  anything  of  a similar 
nature.  The  source  of  the  supersti- 
tutions  would  also  be  greatly  appre- 
ciated. Please  forward  data  to 
Ted  Schwarz,  Box  1573,  Tucson, 
Arizona  85702. 

* * * 


FROM  ECK  SPAHICH 

Collectors  may  obtain  genuine  Viet  Cong 
Amnesty  Passes  which  were  thrown  by  Allied 
aircraft  into  the  jungles  of  Vietnam 
during  the  Vietnam  War. 

The  Vietnam  souvenirs  are  only  $1  to 
readers  of  this  publication. 

Collectors  should  send  check  or  cash 
and  a self-addressed,  stamped  envelope  to: 
Eck  Spahich,  P.  0.  Box  1044,  Borger, 

Texas  79007.  Limit  two  passes  per  person. 

* * * 

BOOK  REVIEWS 

Q.  David  Bowers 
has  produced  a master- 
piece in  his  "Adventures 
>g_^with  Rare  Coins".  The 
320  page,  8§  x 11  hard- 
cover book  is  printed  on  coated 
stock  and  is  priced  at  $14.95. 


It  rates  highly  with  anyone  who 
reads  it,  whether  collector  or 
merely  those  involved  in  the  past. 

It's  hard  to  take  a break  because 
each  paragraph  magnetizes  the  eyes 
to  the  page.  The  book  covers  our 
hobby  in  depth  and  "Adventures  with 
Rare  Coins"  is  one  of  the  best 
investments  any  member  can  make. 

It  is  a "must"  for  everyone's  library. 

Incidentally,  you  will  find 
pictures  of  Eric  Newman,  Aubrey  Bebee 
and  other  owners  of  the  1913  Liberty 
head  nickel  in  the  book.  Space 
prevents  added  details.  If  you  don't 
obtain  this  book,  you're  missing  a 
genuine  classic. 

COINS — Questions  and  Answers  by 
Carl  Allenbaugh  is  a product  of 
Krause  Publications.  The  192-page 
soft-cover  book  is  extremely 
informative  and  because  this  is  the 
third  edition,  it  has  been  updated 
to  encompass  recent  events.  Carl, 
of  course,  is  reconized  as  one  of 
the  finest  writers  in  the  hobby  and 
has  received  numerous  Literary  Guild 
writing  awards.  The  book  retails 
for  $1.95  and  is  in  constant  use  by 
those  of  us  fortunate  enough  to  own 
a copy. 

Don't  overlook  the  "New  Photograde" 
book  by  James  F.  Ruddy.  It  has 
already  sold  more  than  200,000  copies 
and  it  is  now  designated  as  an 
official  grading  guide  by  the  A.N.A. 
The  tenth  printing  occurred  in 
October  of  1976.  More  than  1,000 
sharp  pictures  of  U.S.  coins,  ranging 
from  half  cents  to  the  $20  gold 
pieces  and  the  Colonial  issues,  are 
included.  It's  priced  at  $3.95  and 
is  available  from  Bowers  & Ruddy 
Galleries,  Suite  600,  6922  Holly- 
wood Boulevard,  Los  Angeles,  Califor- 
nia 90028. 

Last  and  least  is  the  new  Borek 
Stationery  Catalog  Specialized 
(which  I have  never  seen).  It  covers 
specialized  Germany  from  1850  to 
1932.  I am  not  sure  if  coins  or 
stamps  are  the  subjects.  The  write- 
up forwarded  to  the  Guild  mentions 
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Book  Reviews  - Cont'd. 

690  pages.  The  book  is  priced  at 
$99.95  and  is  available  from 
Safe  Publications,  Inc.,  Box  263, 
Southampton,  Pennsylvania  18966. 

* * * 

THE  ELECTION 

Our  thanks  go  to  the  Board  of 
Directors  who  so  ably  carried  us 
through  the  1978-79  period. 

Members  Abe  Kosoff  and  Dick  Yeoman's 
terms  have  now  been  completed. 

Guild  rules  do  mandate  consecutive 
term  eligibility  so  it's  quite 
possible  that  one  or  both  may  be 
returned.  Former  directors 
following  a two-year  interim  are 
also  eligible  for  re-election. 
Ineligible  are  appointed  officers, 
Secretary-Treasurer  Leon  Lindheim 
and  Newsletter  Editor  Lee  Martin. 

Two  members  with  the  most  votes 
will  be  named  to  the  Board.  The 
next  highest  will  be  first  alternate. 

* * * 

N.L.G.  BOARD  MEMBERS  & APPOINTED 

OFFICERS 


Harold  Allen,  and  Geneva  Karlson  are 
among  the  entrants.  Special  intere^ 
appears  to  be  centered  on  Guild  ™ 
member  Virgil  Hancock's  race  for 
Seat  No.  7 with  John  Pittman  and 
Guild  member  Mort  Reed  for  Seat 
No.  2 against  Kurt  Krueger.  The 
new  format  for  the  election  has 
made  it  far  more  exciting  and  we 
look  forward  with  keen  interest  to 
the  results . 

We  are  happy  that  the  Guild  is 
assured  of  one  office--as  George 
Hatie  runs  without  opposition  for 
president  of  the  ANA.  It  would  be 
nice  if  Guild  members  insured 

Hatie  of  a record  vote. 

k • k k 

FROM  exSPANsion,  January  1979 

LAWS  FOR  THE  COLLECTOR  - Our  thanks  to  Ralph 
Holmes  for  permission  to  use  the  article. 

Recently,  while  browsing  through  a 
technical  journal,  a listing  of  "Laws",  which 
are  truisms  for  most  of  us,  was  noted  and 
is  repeated  here  as  a bit  of  trivia  to 
meditate  upon  during  the  TV  commercials  onff 
a hot  summer's  night  and  you  discover  you've 
just  run  out  of  beer. 


EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR:  Virginia  Culver, 

Box  4316,  Irvine,  CA  92716 

DIRECTORS:  Ken  Bressett, 

1220  Mound  Ave.,  Racine,  WI  53404 
Abe  Kosoff, 

Box  4009,  Palm  Springs,  CA  92262 
Paul  Whithan, 

1107  Colony  Lake  Drive,  Schaumburg, 
Illinois  60194 

Dick  Yeoman, 

593  Camino  Corto,  Green  Valley, 

AZ  85614 


POV.US 


TREASURER:  Leon  Lindheim, 

Box  22221,  Cleveland,  OH  44122 

NEWSLETTER  EDITOR:  Lee  Martin, 

Box  667,  Beaumont,  CA  92223 
* * * 

THE  A.N.A.  ELECTION 

Guild  members  are  heavily  involved 
in  the  upcoming  ANA  election.  Grover 
Criswell,  Virgil  Hancock,  Chuck 
O'Donnell,  Mort  Reed,  Jim  Betton, 
Harry  X Boosel,  Q.  David  Bowers, 


These  platitudes  have  been  adapted  from 
the  USC  Engineer,  (University  of  Southern 
California),  April,  1978. 

ACTION'S  LAW:  Power  tends  to  corrupt; 
absolute  power  corrupts  absolutely. 

ALBRECHT'S  LAW:  Social  innovations  tend 
to  the  level  of  minimum  tolerable  well-being. 

ALLEN'S  AXIOM:  When  all  else  fails,  read 
the  instructions. 

BOWIE'S  THEOREM:  If  an  experiment  works, 
you  must  be  using  the  wrong  equipment. 

CARLSON'S  CONSOLATION:  Nothing  is  ever 
a complete  failure;  it  can  always  serve  as 
a bad  example. 

CLARKE'S  THIRD  LAW-  Any  sufficiently 
advanced  technology  is  indistinguishable 
from  magic. 

COHN'S  LAW:  The  more  time  you  spend  in 
reporting  on  what  you  are  doing,  the  less 
time  you  have  to  do  anything.  Stability  is 
achieved  when  you  spend  all  your  time 
reporting  on  the  nothing  you  are  doing. 

CORRESPONDENCE  COROLLARY:  An  experiment 
be  considered  a success  if  no  more  than  han 
your  data  must  be  discarded  to  obtain 
correspondence  with  your  theory. 


LAWS  FOR  THE  COLLECTOR. .Cont' d. 

'tROPP'S  LAW:  The  amount  of  work 
aone  varies  inversely  with  the 
amount  of  time  spent  in  the  office. 

CUTLER  WEBSTER'S  LAW:  There  are  two  sides 
to  every  argument,  unless  a person  is 
personally  involved,  in  which  case  there  is 
only  one. 

DOW'S  LAW:  In  a hierarchical  organization, 
the  higher  the  level,  the  greater  the  confu- 
sion. 

FINAGLE ' S LAWS:  (1)  Once  a job  is  fouled 
up,  anything  done  to  improve  it  makes  Jt 
worse. 

(2)  No  matter  what  results  are  expected, 
someone  is  always  willing  to  fake  it. 

(3)  No  matter  what  the  result,  someone 
is  always  eager  to  misinterpret  it. 

(4)  No  matter  what  occurs,  someone  believes 
it  happened  according  to  his  pet  theory. 

GOVERNMENT'S  LAW:  There  is  an  exception 
to  all  laws. 

GUMPERSON'S  LAW:  The  probability  of  a given 
event  occurring  is  inversely  proportional 
to  its  desirability. 


HAVARD'S  LAW:  Under  the  most  carefully 
controlled  conditions  of  pressure,  tempera- 
ture, humidity,  and  other  variables,  the 
system  will  perform  as  it  damn  well  pleases. 

HUBBARD'S  LAW:  Don't  take  life  too 
seriously;  you  won't  get  out  of  it  alive. 

JENKINSON'S  LAW:  It  won't  work. 

LARKINSON'S  LAW:  All  laws  are  basically 
fal se. 

LAW  OF  CONTINUITY:  Experiments  should  be 
reproducible.  They  should  all  fail  in  the 
same  way. 

LAW  OF  THE  TOO  SOLID  GOOF:  In  any  collec- 
tion of  data,  the  figures  that  are  obvious- 
ly correct  beyond  all  need  of  checking, 
contain  the  errors. 

Corollary  1:  No  one  you  ask  for  help  will 
see  the  error  either. 

Corollary  2:  Any  nagging  intruder  who 
stops  by  with  unsought  advice  will  spot  it 
immediately. 

THYME'S  LAW:  Everything  goes  wrong  at  once. 

To  Be  Continued 

In  the  Next  Newsletter 
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U.S.A. 


COINS  + CURRENCY  + MEDALS 

Round  The  World.. 


GOLD  + CROWNS  + PROOF  SETS 


SASE  For  Our  Bargain  Lists 

Please  Name  Your  Specialty 

MEMBER:  Lile  J 1 10  ANA,  ANS.  PNG,  SCPN.  SPMC,  IAPN,  Others. 
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"Pronto  Service” 

4514  No  30th  Street  Omaha.  Nebraska  681 1 1 


RRR 


Jf 

)f 

)f 

if 

if 

if 

if 

if 

if 

if 

if 

if 

if 

if 

if 

if 

if 

if 

if 

if 

if 

if 


Reliable. 

Authoritative. 

Definitive. 

These  are  the  words  that  come  to  mind 
when  collectors  think  of  Whitman’s 
reference  books.  The  collector  and  Whitman 
are  old  friends.  For  more  than  35  years 
we’ve  been  the  source  for  dependable 
information  on  coin  and  currency  values. 
Our  books  set  the  standard  for  the  hobby. 
They  also  make  collecting  interesting  and 
fun  and  our  coin  storage  products  protect 
the  value  of  your  collection. 

Look  for  the  Whitman  signature  when  you 
want  to  be  certain. 


Western  Publishing  Company,  Inc. 
Racine.  Wisconsin 


NUMISMATIC  NEWS 

COINS  MAGAZINE  • 

WORLD  COIN  NEWS 
COIN  PRICES 

STANDARD  CATALOG  OF  WORLD  COINS 
STANDARD  CATALOG  OF  WORLD  PAPER  MONEY 
GUIDEBOOK  OF  FRANKLIN  MINT  ISSUES 
OLD  CARS 

serving  over  400,000  collectors 
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krausc*  publications 


Phone  715-445-2214 


Iola,  Wisconsin  54945 


2 standard  books 
on  coins  and  currency 


GOLD  COINS  OF  THE  WORLD.  By  Fried- 
berg.  From  600  A D.  to  the  present, 
with  market  values.  468  pages,  illus- 
trated, 8 Vi  x 11". 


6010  COINS  $ 

ol  the  gsf 

WORLD  1* 
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PAPER  MONEY  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

By  Friedberg.  Illustrates  all  types 
and  sizes  from  1861  to  the  Dresent, 

with  valuations.  252  pages, 

8 1/2x11”. 


Published  by 

THE  COIN  & CURRENCY  INSTITUTE,  INC. 

116  West  32nd  Street,  New  York,  NY  10001 


The  Pleasures  of  Collecting 

Educationally  rewarding... aesthetically  pleasing. 


FRANKLIN  MINT  CORPORATION 
Franklin  Center,  Pennsylvania  19091 


